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NATHAN PALMER 
Petition 

Mr M.P. Whitely presented the following petition bearing the signature of one person - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Nathan Palmer and his family. 

Nathan is a twenty eight year old man who has Down Syndrome.  He lives at home with his mother, 
Beth, and her partner, Mark, in Armadale. 

Nathan is a capable young man.  However, he requires a lot of emotional support as he upsets easily. 

Nathan has had several different work placements since leaving school, and until recently had been 
unemployed for an extended period of time.  Nathan’s mother has found suitable work options 
extremely difficult to find with Nathan repeatedly being placed in inappropriate employment positions.  
His unemployment has meant that Nathan has been at home with his mother full-time.  As time has 
gone by, Nathan has become more dependant on his mother emotionally and his compulsive behaviours 
have become worse without having had meaningful work to turn his mind to. 

Even now, his employment is only for two days a week.  And, Beth is yet to see whether this position is 
appropriate for and sustainable by Nathan. 

Beth has found it very difficult to get appropriate health advice for Nathan’s obsessive behaviour.  
Unfortunately, her own G.P. does not necessarily fully comprehend the situation.  Specialist attention is 
required. 

Beth is very supportive of Nathan.  She encourages him to join in social activities, such as ballroom 
dancing, bowling, and movie outings.  She has, in the past, personally looked for and found him 
voluntary work.  The problem was that Nathan needed support to maintain the job, which fell on her 
shoulders. 

Beth is very aware of the strain and stress supporting Nathan puts on her relationship with her partner, 
Mark, despite the fact he is very supportive of her and of Nathan. 

She worries about Nathan, when she is no longer there to help him.  She would love to see him 
gainfully employed, and settled in suitable accommodation with appropriate supports.  She knows that 
this is going to take a lot of planning and she wants to be fully involved with process.  The longer 
Nathan stays at home the worse it will be for him to leave, as he doesn’t like change, and at this time of 
his life nothing is stable for him, except his family. 

We now ask the Legislative Assembly to give urgent attention to: 

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need. 

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with 
disabilities in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in 
activities during the day. 

[See petition No 300.] 
 


